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Moving a Domain

Jul 2024

Introduction

When | started using domains, they were cheap, circa £2-£3 per year (for .co.uk) and this meant you could have lots of domains for
relatively small amounts of money. These days sadly some domain registrars have become super expensive.

The domain provider | used (LCN) now costs nearly £30 every 2 years for a .co.uk (you can get some introductory offers, but they don't last).
To combat this | moved some of my domains to google domains, and let the rest expire. this halved my yearly costs. However, after moving
all my domains, in just a few short months google decided they didn't want to do domain hosting anymore (this was late 2023/early 2024)
and they gave all of my domains to Squarespace, another really expensive provider.

Time to move all my domains again :( A friend of my recommended a company call Porkbun Porkbun, yes a very odd name but they really
are very good.

Porkbun are half the cost of google domains as well, so win win for me, they are under £5 per year for .co.uk as of July 2024.

The issue is that | have to do this periodically, with many years in-between, and | forget how this all works, so | am documenting it here.

Moving a Domain

The process is very simple, but finding the relevant 'pages' on each domain provider could be a challenge, what | am showing here is the
process of moving a domain from LCN.com to Porkbun.com. This will differ with other providers, but the steps will be mainly the same.

Step 1 - Porkbun

I am making the assumption that you have a Porkbun account already, so if you do, login to Porkbun now. Just as an FYI, companies love
redesigning their websites, so some of these menus might have moved.

Find the account dropdown at the top right of the page.
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Select the menu Add External Domain.

This will show the following page:

ADD EXTERNAL DOMAIN

I'you are adding a uk dama
[k dommain e Porkban knos

anslar please resd the: How o |r.m1'r.'r ]
i arkcle bafare continuin g

A external domain s s damain reme that uses ane or mane Parikkun
hersting prod URL 1 ding DNS hasting. amai, atc.]

v thiodigh the damain is still registerad at & dffarent ragistrar

In order to use Forkbun hosting, the domain must be cony

purcad with aur
TN

s gl g el y

* maceia.ns parkbun.com
* ountiba.ns parkbun.com
s saluador.ns parkbun.com

& fartalera.ns porkbuncom

LI M THE 0T

T QUIE ¥, F0L

COMAIN HAME

& domain name you cantral, registered at another registra

nloves co.uk

By cantinding o sgree 10 the following

Cancel Submit and Verify

Enter the domain name you wish to transfer then select Submit and Verify.

You will see a short message about adding a record to you existing domain, this basically stops people stealing domains they have no
control of.

Click OK to close this message.

You will be taken back to the page where you entered your domain name - DO NOT CLICK SUMBIT & VERIFY, IT WILL FAIL!
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ADD EXTERNAL DOMAIN

If you are adding a .uk domain for transfer please read the How to transfer
a .uk domain to Porkbun knowledge base article befare cantinuing.

An external domain i a domain name that uses one or mare Porkbun
hosting praoducts (web hosting, URL forwarding, DNS hosting, email, elc. )
even though the domain is still registered at a different registrar.

In arder to use Farkbun hosting, the demain must be configured with our
default nameservers. Please assign these nameservers at your current
registrar as 500N as possible:

= maceie.ns.porkbun.com
= curitiba.ns.perkbun.com
= salvador.ns, parkbun.com
= fortakeza.ns.porkbun.com

If you can't asskan our nameservers quite yet, you can still add the damain
to Domain Management, we'll provide additional instructions after you click
Sukmit.

DMS Ownership Verification

Yau can verily ownership of the domain nlowe.co.uk by configuring the
following DNS reccrd on the demain's current namesenvers. Once the
record has been configured, dick the submit button,

Type: TXT

Hostname: bun-verify.nlowe.co.uk

Answer:
c30c05EdBabT050bTded 600 20Md 344151 SaFledcB0b0cd Bef0T 204 ded c4T7dT

DOMAIN MAME
A domain name you control, registered at ancther registrar

nlowie.co.uk

By continuing you agree to the fellowing:

| acknowdedge that | have read and agree o ol domein wamings 2nd notrfications n the cart, the Domain ke
Begiztwation Apreement, the Product Terme of Serdoe, the Marketplaces Seeement. | the fuypes doclion
Aprepamient. <o the Privacy Palicy. You consent ta eneall new domaintsl and produdis] N oo automane

revewal Service. which Can be cancelled st sy time via the Damain Bacapement section af your oo,

Austomnagic renewals are bled 1o payment meshad(s) speafied on your Account Settiegs page until cancelied, 1
paying by oredit oo, you sugharies Porkbun LLC to ==nd instructions to the financial insiiotion that issuesd your

cand b take [Py METES 0N oL G300 SO0 I 20030 amos with the eerms of FOLN SETEMETA ith L

Cancel Submit and Ve

In the red box | have highlighted, there is some text you need to create a record in your current domain provider (LCN in my case).

Step 2 - LCN (or your current domain provider)

The text in that red box is telling you to create a new record in you domains settings on your current domain provider, the domain provider
that you are leaving in other words.
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Type: TXT

Hostname: bun-verify.nlowe.co.uk

Bnswer:

Ca0cf5EdEabT0S007deda0020fd 34451 haTfedcB0b0cdaefd7 202dedcaT7d7

As we can see above, we have to create a TXT record with the name bun-verify and a result of 'long string' the string changes each time you
attempt a transfer.

Go to the DNS settings of your current provider and create the record, in LCN it looks like below.

A, CNAME records etc [ + Add records
H Host name Type Result

1 mail <amain A w 217.155.64.19

2 <amain LEA e w=5pfl include:spf.lcn.com Tall

3 bun-verify sdamain T~ cB0cf052dEabTOS0b T dedB0020d344

Make a note of any existing A/MX/TXT/CNAME etc records, because they don't generally transfer over and once you do the
transfer you will lose access to this page.

Step 3 - MXToolBox.com

Open another browser and head on over to mxtoolbox.com

K TOOLBOX" Pricin

) MX Lookup

Domain Name

— .
nicwe. co.uk i Lookup

Enter the domain name you are using (nlowe.co.uk in this example) and then click the MX Lookup button.

Now enter the txt record and domain in the first box, so for me that was bun-verify and nlowe.co.uk, this makes up the complte record of
bun-verify.nlowe.co.uk.
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t:bun-verify.nlowe.co.uk

Type Domain Hame TIL Record

TAT iy ks Go Uk 24 his

Toest Result

DS Record Published DS Recond found

Set the orange box to the right to TXT Lookup and click that box.

You will now see below the TXT record is verified with the information you entered. This is important because Porkbun will run this test, and
if it is not correct the test will fail and the transfer will fail and that long record string will change and you will have to start the process
again.

Step 4 - Porkbun

Now you can click Submit and Verify from the page below:
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ADD EXTERNAL DOMAIN

If you are adding a .uk domalin for transfer please read the How to fransfer
a .uk domain to Porkbun knowledge base article befare cantinuing.

An external domain i a domain name that uses one or mare Porkbun
haosting praducts (web hosting, URL forwarding, DNS hosting, email, elc.)
even though the domain is still registered at a different registrar.

In arder to use Farkbun hosting, the demain must be configured with our
default nameservers. Please assign these nameservers at your current
registrar as 500N as possible:

= maceie.ns.porkbun.com
= curitiba.ns.perkbun.com
= salvador.ns, parkbun.com
= fortakeza.ns.porkbun.com

If you can't asskan our nameservers quite yet, you can still add the damain
to Domain Management, we'll provide additional instructions after you click
Sukmit.

DMS Ownership Verification

You can verily ownership of the demain nlowe.co.uk by configuring the
following DNS reccrd on the demain's current namesenvers. Once the
record has been configured, dick the submit button,

Type: TXT

Hostname: bun-verify.nlowe.co.uk

Answer:
c30c05EdBabT050bTded 600 20Md 344151 SaFledcB0b0cd Bef0T 204 ded c4T7dT

DOMAIN MAME
A domain name you control, registered at ancther registrar

nlowie.co.uk

By continuing you agree to the fellowing:

| acknowledge that | have read snd sgreeto ol domain warmings and rotrfications in the cart, the Domain Bame
Begtateatinn Apreepent, the Brocuct Tesme of Sardoe, the Markstplace dyveement. | the fuyer doction
Apveianient, s the Pibvacy Palicy. You consent ta sniall s chmaintsl and pradudis) nne e st
revewal Service. which Can be cancelled st sy time via the Damain Bacapement section af your oo,

Autcmnats renewals ae balled 10 paymene methad|

shspecified on your Account Settings page until cancelled.
paying by oredit oo, you sugharies Porkbun LLC to ==nd instructions to the financial insiiotion that issuesd your

carcd 00 i2ke payments from your cand sccount in acoandance: with the terms of your agresment with s

Cancel

This will add the domain to your Porkbun account.
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DOMAIN MANAGEMENT

opred inoas Willdwalker

REGISTER & NEW DiOMAIN

bulk s=arch * n

Al Sparch | Auction Seanch | Markeplace Search

Displaying 0 out af 9 domains in your account

Bulk Actions ¥
search D, DO abres P s esterrdd domsin

e sgement seings 23
Clear al e
kALY WERSTE WA REMEW 0K WHICHS MARKE ExPIRES ¥
+0 nlorse. couk (3 “ H Ditais #
Displayng 0 cutof @ domains in yaur accaunt.
There are two things to notice here:
1. There is a warning tell you that the domain is not registered with Porkbun.
2. There are no management icons due to this.
0 out of % domains in your accouwnt Bulk Actions ¥
VAN OO LI abels B e esternal domain -+ doman managerment Selin 1::
=9
HARE L LN MEW Lo ol L i, Al +
o kA L]
L L] ﬂ = Deta

Displaying 0 cut of & domains in your account.

Step 5 - LCN

Back to LCN (or whoever your original provider is) The last step here is to change the IPS tag (or Nominet tag as LCN call it). This will be
under the DNS Settings
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Transfer Options: nlowe.co.uk

Please note that the use of sorme of these options will transfer contral of your domain
to anather provider, LCM will no longer hawve control of your domain and all asseciabed
sarvices will pass to another provider and may not be supparted.

Change DNS Settings

If you have purchazed hosting or email services from another provider, changing the DMS settings will allow
the domain to point to the ather provider's servers. But, you will 2till be able to adminizter the domain fram
thiz contral panel.

click here to change the NS Settings

Change Nameservers

Changing the nameservers for this domain will deactivate any existing services. Only do 50 if you have bean
imstructed to hy anather hnsting campany, ar yau are experienced in DNS administration

Click here to change the Namesarvers

Push domain to another LCN account

Pushing thiz domain name to anather LCN customer account will remowve it fram this account and transfer all
cantral to the new account holder. You may create a new account for the dormain name or transfer it ta an
exlsting cusbomer accaunt.

Click here to push this domain to another accoumt

Change Nominet Tag

Only change the tag for this domain I you wish to pass adminkstrative control te anather provider. Once yau
change the tag, the new provider will charge you for the renewal of the domain. Please allow 24 hours far the
change to take effect.

Click here to changa the Nominet TAG

You can also transfer your domains to us here.

Far any domain transfars not catered for above, please create a naw suppart enquiry far the "Domain
Suppart” department by clicking here, The Transfers Department can discuss transfer requirernents and can
b reached an 0345 383 3637,

Click the Change Nominet Tag link.
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Change Nominet Tag: nlowe.co.uk

Only change the tag far this domain narme r:.":ll.l wieh bo pass administrative contbrol
to another provider, Once yau change the tag, the new provider w | :'h.ar;-': vauy far the

renewal of the domain, Please allow 24 hours for the change to take effect

Tag change details

Mew Nominet Tag ® FORKELM

Reason for transferring *

¥ These items are requinsd

Enter the new Nominet Tag PORKBUN all in caps (or the tag of the provider you want to use if you are not using Porkbun)
You do have to put something in the Reason for transferring box, | always put something about the cost.
Click Proceed.

You should be done with your old domain provider at this point.
Step 6 - Porkbun

When transferring domains from LCN for me this has typically taken around 5-10 minutes, but be aware this could take up to 48 hours.

If you check your domain page in Porkbun now (you might need to refresh your browser) you can see the black tag on the left has gone and
you now have some green icons.

Displaying © cut af 9 demains in yaur account

Bulk &ctions ¥

search e couk abels add extemnal domain d0eTiain management sertings

Clear all Filters

Displaying 0 oul of % domains in your account.
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